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held incomplete, without a reference to the " Terrible Tractor- 
ation." " With it were the dreams gf our earliest love." It 
does our heart good to learn from the new matter in this edition, 
that the worthy author, in his important walks of more recent 
and homely devotion to the public welfare, has still kept the 
Muse by his side. To judge by the vivacity of her inspirations, 
as this volume records them, doubtless " much has he owed her 
strains on life's long way." 



17. — Discourse before the Historical Society of Louisiana. 
By Henry A. Bullard. President of the Society. 
New Orleans ; Benjamin A. Levy. 8vo. pp. 30. 

This address of Judge Bullard should have a different sort of 
comment, from what the advanced state of our Number permits. 
It is full of authentic and curious information respecting the 
early history of Louisiana ; and the taste, force, and sprightliness 
of the composition, and the spirit of enthusiasm for letters which 
it breathes, would lead one, who knew no better, to suppose him- 
self reading the production of a scholar by apprenticeship, 
by trade, and by exclusion of all other things, and not of one 
whose early life was passed in stirring scenes of the most roman- 
tic adventure, and whose matured powers, in a place of hi»h 
responsibility and perpeiually urgent claims, have been bent to 
the tasks of one of the austerest sciences. We congratulate 
the Historical Society of Louisiana on its choice of a presiding 
officer, and we shall not fail to watch its labors with a lively inter- 
est, corresponding to the importance of the field it occupies. 



18. — Visit to Constantinople and Athens. By the Reverend 
W. Colton, U. S. N., Author of " Ship and Shore." 
New York ; Leavitt, Lord, & Co. 1836. 

The author of this book has shown rather uncommon power 
of observation, and considerable skill in writing. The volume 
records the incidents of a visit to Athens and other parts of 
Greece, Constantinople, the Troad, &c, in an American ship of 
war. Many of the descriptive passages are executed with feeling, 
taste, and power. Sometimes the language is highly elegant and 
even poetical. But the beauty of these passages is strangely 
marred by, here and there, an awkward or unauthorized con- 
struction, or an inelegant use of a single word. The author 
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evidently has a cultivated mind, and no small share of classical 
learning. Several of his quotations are new and happy. He 
gives us a good deal of information, particularly about Constan- 
tinople, in a very pleasant way. His character of the Turks 
is elaborately drawn, particularly of the Turkish women ; but 
we are not told how he was enabled to seize upon so many traits 
of the Mussulman mind, during his very short residence in the 
Turkish capital. Indeed, some parts of the passage here refer- 
red to, bear, on their face, proof's rather of the romancing turn 
of the author, than of their own probability ; for they describe 
feelings and sentiments, which are obviously beyond the reach of 
a traveller's observation. The passage about the " Maid of 
Athens," with whom the author- had a short interview, is written 
in a similar strain. From an occasional sadness that flitted over 
her countenance (a sadness which one would suppose might 
naturally enough be caused by the horrors of the Greek Revo- 
lution, still freshly remembered,) our author weaves a web of 
speculation, upon the ingenious and affecting hypothesis of an 
early love for Byron, followed by disappointed hopes and blighted 
affections; and then indulges himself in a sort of retrospective 
prophecy of the happy influence a union between the Athenian 
maiden and the noble poet would have exercised on both their 
destinies. This is, of course, sheer midsummer madness. 

A few scraps of poetry are scattered over the volume, which 
show a happy turn for versification. The images and sentiments 
are selected and arranged with taste, and the lines flow smoothly 
and sweetly. But about a fourth part of the whole book is filled 
with digressions, which have nothing to do with the subject, and 
which have a most disagreeable effect. They are awkward and 
tasteless excrescences, the imposition of which upon the reader 
is an act of mere boyish absurdity. Sometimes a humorous 
touch is introduced with good effect; but it is sure to be fol- 
lowed by such an unmerciful worrying out of the joke, that 
the reader's patience is fairly broken down, before he has done 
with it. 

But, with all its strange jumble of elegance and tastelessness, 
profound feeling and the merest frivolity, pathos and bombast, 
the book shows lively and promising talent. We may revert to it 
at another time. 



